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while the many are not only debarred, from the
very nature of the case, from practising the re-
nunciation in which the few are to find eternal life,
but are actually urged to cherish their existing
economic concupiscence, and raise it to a pitch of
intensity "which it never has reached before. The
competent, to whose energies the riches of the world
are due, are to put these riches away from them
as though they were food offered by the devil. The
incompetent, with thankless but perpetually open
mouths, are to swallow this same food as though
it were the bread from heaven. In other words,
according to our Christian socialist, the sin against
the Holy Ghost, which is involved in the enjoyment
of riches, is not the enjoyment of material super-
fluities itself, but only the enjoyment of them by men
who have been at the trouble of producing them.

That this is what the message of Christian
socialism comes to, little as those who deliver it
realise the fact themselves, is shown by an illustra-
tion obtruded on us by the author of " The Gospel
for To-day." The evils of the existing situation, and
its remoteness from the Kingdom of Christ, are, he
says, exemplified in a very special way by the pre-
sent position of the clergy. " If we churchmen," he
says, " want money for our own purposes, we have
to go to the trust magnates and kneel. We have
to kneel to 'the steel kings and the oil kings/
merely because they are rich men." Now, how
would Christian socialism alter a state of things
like this ? Let us consider precisely what it is that